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READY FOR SPRING AND BEYOND! 
By Erin Evarts, Executive Director 

 There is nothing that warms up the winter weather 
better than having Matilda back in full force and 
rehearsing here on Green Tree Drive. Please remember 
that if you have your tickets from the originally planned 
run in 2020, they are still valid for the corresponding 
performance this April. We’ve been working hard to 
figure out logistics with the Flynn to make sure that all 
ticketing issues are taken care of, and we encourage you 
to give them a call directly at 863-5966 if you have any 
questions or need to purchase additional tickets. 
 We are also gearing up for our annual Board retreat 
next month, and I’m looking forward to discussing plans 
for Lyric’s future, including for our upcoming 50th 
anniversary season!  Before then, we are excitedly 
preparing for our second annual Theatre for Young 
Audiences (TYA) show coming this summer, as well as 
gearing up for our LyricKids Camps, all while two 
upcoming Main Stage productions wait in the wings.  
 This is an exciting time for Lyric Theatre Company, 
and I’m so glad to share it with you! 
 

LYRIC RESTAURANT NIGHT IS BACK 
By Serena Magnan O’Connell 

 Please join us on Sunday, March 20, at Pizzeria Verita 
for Lyric night! We encourage as many of our members as 
possible to either dine-in or order take-out. This 
restaurant has been a huge supporter of Lyric and we'd 
like to show them our appreciation. A portion of sales will 
be donated to Lyric that night. To make reservations 
(strongly encouraged) call 802-489-5644 after 3:00 pm 
or visit pizzeriaverita.com. Let's fill that restaurant! 
Please contact serenamagnan@hotmail.com with any 
questions. 
 

MATILDA-OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION-NOTICE 
By Rob Parzych, Production Supervisor 

 Due to ongoing safety concerns for our members and 
the public, we have decided not to hold a traditional 
opening night reception for Matilda. 
 I know this will be a disappointment for many; 
however, to err on the side of caution seems prudent. 
The Flynn has currently suspended concessions, so we 
are keeping in line with that, too. We are still keeping our 
options open for a post-production party. 
 Please share this information with those who may be 
expecting a reception, but who may not be reading The 
Spotlight.  Be well, stay safe, and we are hopeful we will 
be out of the woods for Into the Woods in November! 

 

 
 

MATILDA CAST/CREW-NOT CONTINUING FOR 2022 
By Rob Parzych, Production Supervisor 

 The Artistic Team for Matilda would like to 
acknowledge the following actors and team members, 
who were unable to continue their journey with us for the 
2022 production. We honor their talent and dedication to 
our production. They deserve every accolade and amount 
of applause as the current cast and crew. THANK YOU! 
BRAVO! 

CAST: 
Sabrina Sydnor: Mrs. Phelps 
Billy Ray Poli: Escapologist 
Aaron Michaelis: Doctor, Henchman, Big Kid Ensemble,  
Josh Huffman: Loud Dancer, Big Kid Ensemble 
Benjamin Villa: Cook, Henchman, Big Kid Ensemble 
Raymond Gillies: Henchman, Big Kid Ensemble 
Benjamin Liebman: Sergei, Big Kid Ensemble 
Ashley Michaelis: Loud Dancer, Big Kid Ensemble 
Emma Tichner: Loud Dancer, Big Kid Ensemble 
Abby Lord: Big Kid Ensemble 
Claire Ewing: Big Kid Ensemble 
Rachael Sherman: Nurse, Big Kid Ensemble 
 

 

CREW: 
Liz Dana: Set Construction Co-Chair 
Andy Whitaker: Assistant Stage Manager 
Alex Shevrin: Head Dresser 
Mike Fidler: Special Effects Designer 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT SHOUT-OUT 
By Serena Magnan O’Connell 

 This month the Membership Committee would like to 
thank the incredible Donna Riera for once again stepping 
up and helping in the role of Assistant Stage Manager for 
Burlington Does Broadway and Matilda. Donna has been a 
valuable asset to Lyric since the beginning – that's 1974, 
folks! – and we are grateful for her efforts. Donna, we are 
giving you a Spotlight Shout-Out! 
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LYRICKIDS REGISTRATIONS 
 Registrations for our two sessions of LyricKids Camps 
begin Tuesday, March 1, via our website –
https://lyrictheatrevt.org/portfolio/lyric-kids/. Our first 
session will center on a production of The Music Man Jr., 
with our second annual Cabaret Creation Camp taking 
place the following week. LyricKids Camps are for ages 8-
13, and we are happy to be able to keep tuition level at 
$310 per session. We encourage you to visit the website 
to read more about camp and to register. Please note that 
spots typically fill up quickly, so if you are interested in 
securing one, please fill out your registration form and 
get your deposit in ASAP!    

 
LYRIC IS TURNING 50 AND WE ARE SEEKING 

PROPOSALS NOW FOR FALL 2023! 
By Jennifer Warwick, Vice Chair, Production Selection 

 Lyric is turning the BIG 5-0 and what better way to 
celebrate than with a BIG BANG BLOCKBUSTER season of 
shows! Help us show Vermont what Lyric can do by 
proposing a show. The 50th Anniversary is fast 
approaching, and we are looking for proposals for the fall 
2023 production – the first show of the season. We are 
seeking core team members (Producer, Director, Music 
Director, Choreographer) to propose a show of their 
choice by this May.  It’s not too soon to get the ball 
rolling.  If you are interested or need any help or 
questions answered, please contact Jennifer Warwick at 
jenw.sokol@gmail.com or Erin Evarts at 
erin@lyrictheatrevt.org for more information 
 

A TRADITION CONTINUES 
 This year, Lyric Theatre Company will once again 
offer the Delano-Nulty Award to an area high school 
senior to help support their interest in pursuing higher 
education in the performing arts. This $2,000 annual 
scholarship honors two of Lyric’s founding members—
Howard Delano and Polly Nulty. Registration will begin 
later this month, and all application materials will be 
available on our website at 
https://lyrictheatrevt.org/education/delano-nulty-
award/.  
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
By Serena Magnan O’Connell 

 A reminder that we have changed our method of 
collecting your volunteer hours. We will be assigning 
generalized hour amounts based on the positions you 
hold within the organization and no longer collecting 
individual hours each month. Any hours accrued while 
working on a crew, in a cast, on the Board or on a 
committee do not need to be turned in. The only time you 
need to turn hours into the office are when you volunteer 
for Lyric in a capacity outside of the aforementioned 
positions. Any questions? Contact Serena Magnan 
O'Connell, serenamagnan@hotmail.com. 
 

 

 
BURLINGTON DOES BROADWAY 2022 

 Production Selection and Evaluation is seeking teams 
for Burlington Does Broadway. Proposals are due by June 
1, 2022. If you are interested and would like more 
information, please contact Jennifer Warwick at 
jenw.sokol@gmail.com or Erin Evarts at 
erin@lyrictheatrevt.org. 

 
MEMBERSHIP DATABASE SURVEY 

By Serena Magnan O’Connell 
 Have you been counted amongst our membership? If 
you haven't done so already, please fill out our database 
survey so we know more about you!  This information 
gives us valuable information about who we are as a 
community, what we are interested in learning and 
becoming, and what we need to make that happen!   
 The survey has been created by the Membership 
Committee to find out more about you, your skill sets, 
your experiences, and your interests within our 
organization as an active Lyric member. The collected 
information will be used to help us track where the 
strengths and needs lie within the organization, so that 
we can foster education and training. 
        Please contact serenamagnan@hotmail.com with any 
questions.  

Link to survey: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa0IlBKmQ_D4L

wmfO_r6iVFPnHGaaLK60kqDh25MDQEhypQg/viewform 
 

ON OTHER STAGES 
 Lost Nation Theater has a great lineup for 2022 
including a new play from Lisa Gaye Dixon; Abby Paige 
and her Les Filles du Quoi?; John Foley and Eric 
Peterson’s play with music Going Up the Country; and 
Maura O’Brien as Annie Oakley in a full-staged 
production of Jeanne Beckwith’s new play. Tickets/info: 
lostnationtheater.org 
 Vermont Stage presents The Thin Place at Main Street 
Landing Performing Arts Center, March 23-April 10. 
Tickets/info: vermontstage.org 
Lamoille County Players’ summer season includes Clue: 
On Stage, May 6-8 and 13-15; Elf, July 21-24 and 28-31; 
and Blue Window, September 30-October 2, and October 
7-9. Tickets/info: lcplayers.com 
 Stowe Theatre Guild’s summer season includes A 
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, June 9-12; Our 
Town, July 14-30; Bullets Over Broadway, August 18-
September 3; and A Little Night Music, September 29-
October 15. Tickets/info: stowetheatre.com 
 For complete statewide listings of live performances, 
visit theaterengine.com 
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Enjoy this excerpt and read the full article at 

https://sjlmag.com/2022/02/15/valastro-making-
memories-with-national-touring-production-of-cats/ 

 

VALASTRO MAKING MEMORIES WITH 
NATIONAL TOURING PRODUCTION OF CATS 

By Lee J. Green 
 Growing up the daughter of her synagogue’s musical 
director and being enchanted by a national Broadway 
touring production of Cats when she was just 11 years 
old, Elana Valastro knew she wanted to pursue a career in 
musical theatre. When the “purrfect” opportunity came to 
audition for the current national Broadway touring show 
of Cats – coming to Birmingham Feb. 17 through 20 – 
Valastro felt that it was kismet. 
 “Cats was always one of my mom’s favorite shows 
and I was hooked when I first saw it,” said Valastro, who 
is a swing for five different parts in the show. “When I 
auditioned and got a part it felt like such a beautiful, full-
circle moment.” 
 The day after her graduation she started working 
with a regional summer stock theatre for a few months 
and then moved to New York City in hopes of making her 
Broadway dreams come true. 
She worked on a couple of other productions in the New 
York City area and then was set to start a professional 
theatre production in Florida. A few hours before the first 
show in mid-March of 2020, they announced it was 
shutting down due to the pandemic. 
 “I left my apartment in New York and went back 
home to Vermont,” she said. “I helped my mom with some 
of her musical teaching projects and productions then 
sent in audition tapes in June of 2020 to the national 
touring production of Cats.” 
 It would be more than a year until she would find out 
she would be a part of the production. “I got the call in 
August of 2021 and we started rehearsals right away. It 
was a quick turnaround but I was so happy. It was 
something I had wanted for so long.” Valastro said she 
has enjoyed being a part of such an iconic show and being 
able to travel around the country for the first time. “This 
will be my first time visiting Birmingham and I’m so 
looking forward to it.” 
 Already during the tour, she has played all five of her 
characters — Rumpleteaser, Demeter, Bombalurina, 
Sillabub and Tantomile. “It has certainly been a challenge 
to play five very different characters at various times, but 
it is one I have embraced,” she said. 

AUDITIONS FOR INTO THE WOODS 
By Kylie Halpin 

 Does your winter need a fairytale ending? We are 
thrilled to announce that auditions for Into the Woods 
will be held May 9-11, 2022, at the Lyric Creative 
Space. This award-winning production will be 
premiering November 2022 on the Flynn Mainstage. 
 

• Auditions: May 9-11, 2022 
• Callbacks: May 12-13, 2022 
• Performances: November 2022 

 
 We invite you to journey into storybook world of 
Into the Woods, a dark comedy. Descriptions of the 
characters that bring this magical story to life are 
included in this issue. 
 Don’t miss the chance to be a part of this award-
winning show that serves as a remarkable tribute to 
the unique vision and creativity of Stephen Sondheim. 
 

 
 

FROM THE LYRIC ARCHIVES 
 

 Lyric’s first production of Into the Woods was 
presented in April 1997 with this amazing team at 
the helm: 
Production Supervisor: Joann Stanfield 
Director: Bob Stanfield 
Music Director: Stanley Greenberg 
Assistant Music Director: Joseph Antonioli 
Movement Director: Tanya Cimonetti 
Stage Manager: Karyn Dubie 
Assistant Stage Manager: Shari Bergstein 
Rehearsal Pianists: Shirley Smith, Tom Cleary 
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April 7-10, 2022 
Flynn Center MainStage 

Burlington, VT 
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MEETING TIMES FOR LYRIC’S STANDING COMMITTEES 
MEETING VIRTUALLY FOR NOW 

Board (Chair: Nate Venet): 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:30 
p.m., Lyric Office 

Facilities (Chair: Cheri Forsythe): 1st Monday of the month, 
6:00 p.m., Lyric Office 

PR/Development (Chair: Rachel Bruce Drew): 1st Tuesday 
of the month, 6:00 p.m., Lyric Office 

Education (Chair: MaryBeth Nuovo): 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 6:00 p.m., Lyric Office 

Finance (Chair: Stephen Kendall): 2nd Friday of the month, 
12:00 p.m., Lyric Office 

Membership (Chair: Serena Magnan O’Connell): 4th 
Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m., home of Serena Magnan 
O’Connell, Burlington 

Production Selection and Evaluation: (Chair: Jane Harissis):  
     4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 p.m., Lyric Office 
Outreach & Inclusivity (Chair: Hillary Read): 2nd Thursday of  
     the month, 6:00 p.m., Lyric Office 
 
 

 

 


